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Primary Education in Latin America: 
The Progress of the Major Project 


With the co-operation of interested Member States and with the Organiza- 
tion of American States (OAS), Unesco launched last year a major project 
for the extension of primary education in Latin America which lays stress 
on the training of teachers and educational specialists. The basic aim of 
this project is to encourage and assist countries in this region to extend 
free and compulsory education at the primary level. 

Set up more than a year ago, an intergovernmental advisory committee 
of 12 Member States advises the Director-General on the organization and 
the execution of the project. During its first session, held in Havana in 
February 1957, this committee studied a work plan for 1957-58 and then, 
one month later, this plan went into effect after its approval by Unesco’s 
Executive Board. Meeting for its second session in Panama City on 
29 March, the advisory committee heard a report on the steps taken 
during the first year of the project’s operation. Here, we offer a summary 
of these steps and of the results which they are expected to produce. 

Through the major project and the special assistance which Unesco will 
provide under it to the participating States, it is hoped that the countries 
of Latin America will be able to formulate and put into operation a 
systematic programme of development of primary education, especially 
in rural regions, within the next 10 years. This period, it is believed, 
will give them time to undertake required revisions of school curricula, 
to organize training of teachers and refresher courses for teachers on an 
adequate basis and to improve their social and economic conditions. It is 
also hoped that a sufficient number of highly qualified specialists will be 
trained in all the fields covered by the execution of the major project. 


EDUCATIONAL PLANNING 


At the first stage of this project, each country concerned has the task ‘of 
evaluating its needs and drawing up its plans. During the last four months 
of 1957, am expert recruited by Unesco visited all countries in Latin 
America to study the organization of educational statistics services. This 
specialist obtained data for a study of the situation of education in Latin 
America as of 1956. Then he worked on the preparation of a regional 
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course in educational statistics to be held, under his direction, from 
15 March to 15 June 1958, at the Inter-American Statistical Centre of the 
Organization of American States at Santiago de Chile. Twenty-one 
fellowshipe were placed at the disposal of Latin American countries to 
enable them to select the persons now taking this course. 

In addition, negotiations were completed for the organization by the 
Spanish Government of a similar course next October. The Spanish autho- 
rities and Unesco will enable young statisticians to attend this course by 
jointly offering 20 fellowships to Latin American countries. In addition, 
the Ibero-American Office of Education has decided to offer 10 fellowships 
in educational documentation which it will award after consultations with 
Unesco. 

Finally, a questionnaire on school buildings, prepared by the OAS, was 
sent to all Latin American countries. In each country, specialists have been 
invited to make reports which, supplementing the answers to the question- 
naire, will appear in a publication which will serve as a working document 
for the Inter-American Seminar in Educational Planning. Unesco is 
co-operating with the OAS in organizing this seminar which will be held 
in June, probably in Bogota. 


ASSOCIATED NORMAL SCHOOLS 


Training a sufficient number of qualified teachers to meet the needs of a 
developing primary education system is a task which must be carried out 
at the national level. In each country participating in the major project, 
a normal school with a primary school as its annex for demonstration and 
training purposes will be designated on an experimental basis to study 
the development of more effective and more intensive teacher-training 
programmes. Particular attention will be given to the training of rural 
school teachers and, in the light of experience acquired in various countries, 
this training will stress the participation of teachers in community deyelop- 
ment. 

By the end of this year, four of these ‘associated normal schools’ will 
be in operation. The Associated Normal School in Pamplona, Colombia, 
is a special section of the Instituto Piloto de Educacion Rural, and the 
Colombian Government has allotted 150,000 pesos for the school in 1958. 
Two Uneseo experts have been selected to teach at this school with thé 
help of a carefully selected Colombian staff. 

Under its technical assistance programme, Unesco is sending a school 
architect to Honduras to plan and direct the building of the Associated 
Normal School at El Carrizal near Tegucigalpa. The Honduran Government 
has allocated a sum of half a million dollars to build the school. The 
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Normal School in Tegucigalpa, which will be transferred to the new 
building next year, is already receiving technical assistance from a Unesco 
expert. 

The Director-General has approved the creation of an Associated Normal 
School at San Pablo del Lago in Ecuador. Courses are due to start in 
October 1958. A fourth Associated Normal Schools project will be estab- 
lished in Nicaragua at Jinotepe and San Marco and will go into operation 
in June. 

Courses on school administration held at the Escuela Superior de 
Administracion Publica de America Central (ESAPAC) under the technical 
assistance programme will be co-ordinated with the major project. Two 
national courses will be held this year in central America. It is also 
planned to hold an inter-American seminar on the im-service training of 
teachers, tentatively scheduled for Montevideo in October 1958. Unesco 
and the World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching Profession 
are studying the preparation of a similar meeting whose purpose would 
be to secure support of Latin American teachers’ organizations in carrying 
out the major project. 


THE INTER-AMERICAN RURAL EDUCATION CENTRE 


Following negotiation with Unesco, the Economic and Social Council of 
the Organization of American States has agreed to change the name of 
the Inter-American Normal Rural School at Rubio, Venezuela (which was 
created by the council), to the Inter-American Rural Education Centre 
and to modify its objectives. Unesco has reached an agreement with the 
OAS concerning its participation in the centre. Early in November 1957, 
Latin American specialists in rural education and experts from the OAS, 
the United States International Co-operation Administration and Unesco 
met at Rubio to study the organization of the new centre. This meeting 
brought out the keen interest of Latin American governments and edu- 
cators in the future of the project. Unesco and the OAS are studying 
the recommendations of the meeting and will implement them as far as 
possible. 

A 10-month course for the in-ervice training of rural normal school 
teachers started in Rubio on 17 March. The OAS granted 50 fellowships 
for this course and Unesco granted 15. Certain professors in normal schools 
associated with the major project are being trained in this course. 

Unesco and the OAS are also collaborating—by sending experts and offer- 
ing fellowships—in the preparation of another course, this one lasting 
three months, which will be attended by 20 directors and supervisors of 
rural school services in Latin America. This course will start on 8 September 
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and will be supplemented by a few weeks’ visit to the Regional Funda- 
mental Education Centre at Patzcuaro, Mexico, and to Puerto Rico to 
enable participants to study two systems of education at first hand. 


THE ASSOCIATED UNIVERSITIES OF SAO PAULO AND CHILE 


According to the programme adopted last year, Unesco must also encour- 
age two Latin American universities already equipped with excellent 
departments of education to develop their teaching facilities and courses. 
The goal in this case is: (a) to train educational specialists such as pro- 
fessors of pedagogy, administrators, supervisors, experts in teaching methods 
and curricula, school principals, etc.; (b) to carry out research and 
investigation on problems raised by the extension of primary education, 
as well as to evaluate present-day programmes, by turning over certain 
research, if necessary, to social scientists. 

The Director-General approved the choice of the University of Sao Paulo 
in Brazil and the University of Chile at Santiago as ‘associated universities’. 
The new programmes of these institutions were inaugurated on 17 and 
19 March by Mr. Malcolm S. Adiseshiah, Assistant Director-General of 
Unesco. They provide 10-month courses attended, in Brazil, by 20 edu- 
cators from various states in Brazil and by 10 South American students; 
in Chile, by 20 Chilean students and 20 Latin American educators. The 
Brazilian and Chilean governments have offered. fellowships to their own 
nationals and, with. the help of Unesco, to other students as well. In each 
of the universities, Unesco has already appointed two professors to co- 
operate with the local staff in the courses. Unesco will also give the 
universities smal] grants for research, books and equipment. 


A LARGE-SCALE FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME 


Emphasis should also be placed on the large-scale fellowship programme 
which had to be created in order to carry out the major project. This 
programme is designed to train a number of specialists and top-ranking 
professors, capable of solving the educational problems of Latin America 
and, in particular, problems raised by the extension of primary education. 
Specifically, the goal of this project is to train: (a) the staffs of the 
associated normal schools and universities: (b) normal school teachers, 
and primary school administrators and inspectors; and (c) specialists in 

By last March, the following fellowships had already been granted: 
10 Brazil-Unesco; 20 Chile-Unesco; 15 Inter-American Rural Education 
Centre; and 2] educational statistics. The establishment of 10 fellowships 
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in higher studies in education, 20 new Rubio centre fellowships and 
20 France-Unesco fellowships was also announced. In addition, an offer 
was expected of 20 Spain-Unesco fellowships and 10 others awarded by 
the Ibero-American Office of Education and Unesco for the study of 
educational documentation in Madrid. Finally, negotiations were being 
conducted regarding fellowships offered by Mexico (4), Czechoslovakia (8), 
Colombia (15) and Argentina (16). 


AN EXAMPLE OF INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION 


The comprehension and the support of the general public are indispen- 
sable to the success of this project. The information material required 
to gain this support must aim, both in its contents and in its presentation, 
at reaching three audiences: educational specialists, students of normal 
schools and secondary schools, and the general public. 

A handbook on Society and Education is being prepared by an outstand- 
ing sociologist and educator with the co-operation of leading Latin American 
specialists. This book, scheduled for publication in early 1959, is destined 
for the use of associated universities and normal schools as well as for 
Latin American teachers and students of education in general. The 
outline for a similar handbook on the principles of education has been 
worked out by the Unesco Secretariat. 

In collaboration with Unesco, the Cuban Ministry of Education has 
created a pilot primary school library at the Escuela Normal de Maestros 
in Havana which is to serve as a demonstration centre to encourage the 
opening of primary school libraries in Latin America. A pilot-survey of 
rural communities in the neighbourhood of Rubio and Pamplona will 
be undertaken shortly to study the interaction of geodemographic, eco- 
nomic, ethnic, cultural and educational factors as a means of adapting 
schools, particularly rural schools, to community needs, and of developing 
a sound methodological approach for the training of teachers in the 
study of community problems. It should be added that many articles, 
written by eminent educators and explaining the goals and the importance 
of the major project, have already been published in various Latin 
American countries. 

In most of these countries, a trend of opinion is rapidly developing in 
favour of the extension and the improvement of education. Recent legisla- 
tion in Colombia, which raised the national contribution to education 
from 5.8 to 10 per cent of the total budget, is an excellent example of this 
trend. It will soon be followed in other countries. 

In the addresses which he made at Sao Paulo and Santiago de Chile during 


the inauguration of the new programmes of the associated universities, 
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Mr. Adiseshiah placed particular stress on the international nature of the 
major project and the intense co-operation it implies. 

‘It is not without significance’, said Mr. Adiseshiah, ‘that this programme 
for the Americas was adopted with unanimous acclamation by Unesco’s 
ninth session of the 80 Member States General Conference. . . . Unesco 
will be, every year, making available to you about $750,000. This contri- 
bution is being made in a large part by the governments and peoples 
of Europe, Asia and Africa to help you introduce universal, free and 
compulsory education in the American continent. Educational leaders 
and specialists from these other continents will be working with you; 
their educational and research institutions will be open to you to train 
your leaders, and the results of their study and techniques will be made 
available to you in this campaign. As a result, your children will be learning 
in a very practical way what intergovernmental co-operation and what 
international understanding can mean.’ 
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Preservation of the Cultural Heritage of Mankind 
and the Development of Museums 


by J. K. VAN DER Haacen 
Division Chief, Department of Cultural Activities 


The second world war was at its height when the idea of establishing 
Unesco was born. The governments of the Allied countries, convinced that 
ware begin in the minds of men, acknowledged that it is in the minds of 
men that the defences of peace must be constructed and that one means 
of warding off a further world catastrophe would be to ensure that the 
peoples know and appreciate each other better. 

Among the proposals placed before Unesco at the second session of its 
General Conference, in 1947, for the preparation of the Organization’s 
future programme, one was concerned with the development of museums, 
and this was accepted, with awareness of the important role that these 
cultural institutions could play in the cause of international understanding. 

The activities of the Museums and Monuments Division which was set 
up in the Unesco Secretariat can be grouped under two main headings— 
the preservation of the cultural heritage, and the development of museums. 
The division maintains close touch with the International Committee on 
Monuments, Artistic and Historical Sites and Archaeological Exeavations— 
an advisory body set up im 1951—and with the International Council of 


Museums, which, since 1946, has brought together museum experts of the 
whole world. 


PRESERVATION OF THE HERITAGE OF MANKIND 


The preservation of the national heritage of monuments, objects of 
artistic and historical interest, and books and documents is, as Unesco 
sees it, a duty incumbent on each government. Each country has this 
duty not only towards its own subjects, but also towards the entire commu- 
nity of nations. 

As early as the first session of Unesco’s General Conference, delegations 
from countries as far apart geographically as Brazil and the Netherlands 
urged Unesco to take steps for the safeguarding of relics of the past, 
museums, archives and the larger libraries, in the event that, despite its 
efforts to maintain peace, a new conflict should break out. After lengthy 
preparation, Unesco convened an intergovernmental conference, which 
was held in 1954 in the Peace Palace at The Hague. This conference, 
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after three weeks of strenuous work, drew up and adopted the Convention 
for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, 
which may truly be described as a Red Cross for the world’s cultural 
heritage. It has been signed by 50 countries, and entered into force on 
7 August 1956. Twenty-two countries have so far ratified the convention. 

After the events of November 1956, special attention was paid to the 
convention by the General Conference of Unesco at its ninth session, held 
in New Delhi, and in January 1957, at the request of the Egyptian and 
Israeli governments, our Organization sent an outstanding expert, Pro- 
fessor Garitte of Louvain University, to the Monastery of St. Catherine 
in the Sinai Peninsula to examine on the spot the state of the monastery 
after the close of hostilities. 

In this connexion, I should mention the manual on the protection of 
cultural property in the event of armed conflict, published by Unesco in 
French in 1954. A completely revised edition, which appeared in English 
in the first days of 1958, reflects the new conditions due to the adoption 
of the 1954 convention, as well as the substantial technical progress that 
has quite recently been made. 

In connexion with the international regulations, I shall point out the 
recommendation adopted by the General Conference in 1956, the Recom- 
mendation on International Principles Applicable to Archaeological Exca- 
vations—an instrument of paramount importance to archaeologists and 
archaeological museums. 

The New Delhi Conference approved another of our division’s projects— 
the establishment of an International Centre for the Study of the Preser- 
vation and Restoration of Cultural Property. Since the beginning of this 
century, the experts responsible for the preservation of the treasures 
constituting the cultural heritage of mankind have become increasingly 
alive to the need for recourse to the natural sciences in order to deal 
with the many problems involved in such preservation and to work out 
the most suitable methods for the care of cultural property. 

Indeed, to quote the words of Baud-Bovy, ‘all who have had anything to 
do with museums are aware of the misdeeds, and even the crimes, that 
have been committed by persons who have done restoration work’, Acts 
of that kind have destroyed several of the greatest treasures. which, quite 
apart from their priceless spiritual value, are often of very great material 
value. It has proved possible to set up this centre, thanks to the generosity 
of the Italian Government. For four years. Unesco will grant the centre an 
annual subvention of $12,000, but after this ‘running-in’ period the centre 
‘will have. to rely solely on the means supplied by the governments of 
those States which have joined it. The annual contribution paid by these 
States will amount to only 1 per cent of their contribution to Unesco. 
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The centre will have the following tasks: 

1. To collect, study and circulate documentation concerning the scientific 
and technical problems of the preservation and restoration of cultural 
property. 

2. To co-ordinate, stimulate or institute research in this domain, particu- 
larly by means of commissions to bodies or experts, international 
meetings, publications, and exchanges of specialists. 

3. To give advice and make recommendations on general or specific points. 

4. To assist in training research-workers and technicians and in raising 
the standard of restoration work. 

For some years, Unesco’s programme’ has. included participation in the 
activities of Member States, under which it sends missions of experts and 
equipment to any country at the request of its government, and grants 
fellowships to enable the recipients to receive further training abroad in 
their special field. In the field of preservation, the programme provides for 
technical advice on the organization of national conservation services, the 
application of methods and techniques of preservation and restoration, 
the landscaping of historical and archaeological sites, and the introduction 
of the protective measures laid down in the Convention and Protocol for 
the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict. 

To give one instance, Unesco is at present granting assistance to the 
Documentation and Study Centre for the History of the Art and Civili- 
zation of Ancient Egypt. A national service for the protection of monu- 
ments and archaeological remains, and for their scientific study, must 
always be based on the fullest possible documentation. This is all the more 
necessary in that the hand of nature and the works of man tend to impair 
the value of what has been handed down to us from the past. In Egypt, 
no such documentation was available. The Egyptian Government, aware 
of this handicap, decided to build up full and reliable documentation, 
and for this purpose appealed to Unesco. Our Organization was very 
sympathetic to the Egyptian Government’s request and agreed to co-operate 
in the establishment, in Egypt, of a centre which was to be principally 
devoted to records of the times of the Pharaohs and which, by providing 
opportunity for the comparison and collation of the material filed there, 
might also become a focal point for study and research. It appointed a 
highly qualified egyptologist, Mrs. C. Desroches-Noblecourt (France), to set 
up this centre. Unesco placed at the disposal of the Egyptian Government 
valuable equipment needed for surveying the various monuments, and has 
so far sent to Egypt some dozen specialists to assist the Egyptian experts in 
compiling documentary material in accordance with the highest scientific 
standards. 


The centre should serve as a model for other countries which, guided 
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by the results achieved in Egypt, wish to build up documentation on their 
own cultural heritage. These countries will be able to profit from the 
experience gained in Egypt, and to send their experts there in order to 
acquire the necessary knowledge by familiarizing themselves with the 
methods which have proved most practical and economical. 

However, the missions sent by Unesco under the participation pro- 
gramme to do this kind of work are not all on the scale of the mission 
sent to Egypt. Some of them last but a few months and consist of one or 
two persons. 

Two of the first missions of this type were sent to the Lebanon and to 
Syria. These missions, each lasting two months, consisted of two experte— 
Mr. Paul Collart, professor at the Universities of Geneva and Lausanne, 
head of mission, and Mr. Armando Dillon, architect and restoration expert, 
who at that time was Superintendent of Historical Monuments at Palermo. 
These experts were joined in the Lebanon by Emir Maurice Chehab, and 
in Syria by Mr. Selim Abdul Hak, Directors of Antiquities in their respec- 
tive countries, 

The mission to the Lebanon was concerned mainly with the problems 
raised by the preservation and presentation of monuments in the town 
of Tripoli and the enhancement of the Baalbek ruins. Over the past two 
years these problems have assumed special importance owing to the 
development of Tripoli as a modern town and of Baalbek as an interna- 
tional tourist centre. 

In Syria, the mission was required to make a general study of centres 
abounding in monuments and of isolated monuments scattered throughout 
the country, some of them in desert areas. The mission made a careful 
inspection of Damascus, Aleppo, the great desert ruins including Palmyra, 
castles, churches, and traces of different periods and civilizations. 

And, to mention only countries of the Middle East and of Africa, similar 
missions were sent since then to Iraq, Jordan, Libya and the Sudan. 


RESULTS OF INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR MUSEUMS 


Unesco’s activity in favour of exhibits of public interest is in no sense 
confined to archaeological or art museums; the Organization is convinced 
that museums of every type have a great part to play in promoting 
popular education and mutual] understanding between the peoples. For 
instance, a very considerable contribution can be made in these respects 
_ by science, technical, natural history, agricultural or health museums. 
Unesco therefore makes a point of stressing this active role and extending 
its scope. 

In 1956, when Unesco celebrated its tenth anniversary, it organized the 
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International Campaign for Museums. The campaign was a striking success, 
although Unesco had only a very modest budget at its disposal—barely 
sufficient for printing and distributing (admittedly on a world-wide scale) 
the posters and pamphlets describing the whys and wherefores of the 
campaign. On the other hand, it was able to count on the willing and 
unremitting work of a band of enthusiasts; its Secretariat was resolved 
to make the project a success (all Unesco’s departments joined in the effort 
as is clear from the publications issued to mark the campaign); and it 
had excellent channels of approach to the competent government autho- 
rities. 

National committees were set up on°a fairly general scale, programmes 
were drawn up and exchanges of views took place between several 
countries—which made it possible, for example, to organize multiple 
radio programmes. New museums were established, new rooms installed 
and a whole host of exhibitions held. In many countries, free entrance to 
museums was allowed during ‘museums week’; and a substantial increase 
was noted in the number of visitors, many of whom had never been to a 
museum before. Lastly, the world press gave splendid publicity to the 
campaign and strongly urged the various countries to follow up Unesco’s 
happy initiative at regular intervals. 

It would take a long time to enumerate all the events which took place. 
A special issue of Museum—a quarterly review on museum techniques 
published by Unesco—dealing with the campaign will appear in June, 
and will give an idea of the great amount of work being done by our 
Member States. 

But Unesco has been executing many other projects. For instance, it 
organized two seminars in 1952 and 1954 on the role of museums in 
education. The first was held at Brooklyn, N.Y., and the second at Athens. 
They were attended by museographers and educators from several countries. 
This activity was intended to assist the educators in appreciating and 
exploiting the resources offered by museums either through educational 
exhibitions or through the execution of cultural and educational pro- 
grammes and, on the other hand, to make the museums aware of the needs 
of the educators. A similar seminar is planned for Latin America, at Rio 
de Janeiro next September. 

In the same context, mention must also be made of Unesco’s programme 
for participation in the activities of Member States ‘with a view to the estab- 
lishment of museums or the reorganjzation of existing ones and their 
adaptation to meet the needs of education and popular culture’. For this, 
Unesco already has sent specialists and equipment to several countries and 
has granted fellowships for special training abroad. 
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MUSEUMS AND THE EAST-WEST MAJOR PROJECT 


Finally, I will recall that the General Conference at New Delhi adopted 
what we call a ‘major project’ on the mutual appreciation of Eastern and 
Western cultural values. It is certain that museums will have an important 
part to play in a project of this kind, for museums, as the famous art 
historian Henri Focillon put it, ‘are ready-made institutions for international 
co-operation’, The International Council for Museums will be able to 
organize this year, under Unesco’s auspices at the time of the tenth General 
Conference, an exhibition in Paris on the interdependence of cultures, To 
quote Georges Salles, ex-director of the French museums: ‘Henceforth, 
Eastern cultures feature in our museums, where they are presented on 
the same basis and in the same setting as the classical cultures which 
formerly alone enjoyed the privilege of honourable display there.’ 
‘Without changing levels’, Mr. Salles continues, ‘we now proceed from the 
Atlantic te the Pacific, and from the Mediterranean world to the China 
Sea. A like equivalence still has to be achieved on the other side of the 
globe. Our works of art and science are absent from the museums of Asia. 
The time has come to remedy that defect. Now that the Eastern peoples 
are becoming emancipated on the Western model, they are more curious 
about our art and past and are more disposed to do them justice, for they 
approach them not as rivals but as equals.’ 
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NEWS FROM UNESCO HOUSE 


Encouragement of Research on Cell Biology 


Uneseo’s cell biology programme, consideration of which began in 1955, 
now appears to be firmly established. It consists of two parts: a programme 
relating to laboratory animals; and the organization of symposia and 
training courses and the award of research fellowships. 

The recently established International Committee on Laboratory Animals 
has already held two sessions, the second in Paris on 12 and 13 December 
1957. At this meeting, it was decided to draw up a questionnaire on the 
import and export of laboratory animals, covering import and export 
licences, customs duties, sanitary regulations (quarantine, medical certifi- 
cates), etc. This questionnaire is intended for National Commissions for 
Unesco, national scientific organizations and medical research councils; the 
information collected is to be collated and published. It is hoped that this 
will lead to the establishment of international regulations to facilitate the 
international exchange and purchase of breeding stock of special strains 
or animals of high quality. 

Inquiries have already been carried out in various countries on the pro- 
duction and use of laboratory animals. These inquiries show a serious and 
widespread shortage of animals of high quality, which are of the greatest 
importance for scientific and medical research work. 

A symposium is to be held at the Chateau of Gif-sur-Yvette, near Paris, 
from 6 to 9 October next, on living animal material for laboratory research 
work. At this symposium, leading representatives of various branches of 
science will report on the needs of their special branches in this respect: 
eancer, microbiology, radiology, physiology and toxicology, endocrino- 
logy, etc. 

Last February, Unesco convened a dozen or so experts to study the 
possibility of organizing symposia and training courses, in the next few 
years, in connexion with progress in research on cell biology. From these 
discussions, it seems that a first symposium might be held in Italy in 1959, 
either in September in connexion with the Fourth World Congress on 
Sociology, or in October in connexion with the Congress of Comparative 
Pathology. Another similar meeting—on cell biology of growth inhibition— 
could be organized in the following year in Paris. A symposium on radio- 
biology in relation to cell theory and ageing might also be held in connexion 
with the Fifth Congress of the Internationa] Association of Gerontologists. 
Finally, there was a discussion on the possibility of holding two further 
meetings of experts in 196] and 1962, on enzymes linked to cell constituents, 
and on genetics and information theory 


ively. 
Unesco’s proposed programme and budget for 1959-60 already provides 
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for the organization in Stockholm of a training course on methodology in 
tissue culture; and the experts meeting in Paris at the beginning of this 
year recommended that further training courses be held in South Asia, 
Latin America, the Middle East and South-East Asia with the assistance of 
the Science Co-operation Offices. They suggested the following themes: 
cyto-chemistry and electron microscopy (South Asia), optical biophysics 
and bio-electric potential (Latin America), genetics (Middle East), and 
genetics and abnormal haemoglobin (South-East Asia). 


Development of Research on the Humid Tropical Zone 


In 1954, Unesco initiated a programme for the co-ordination of research 
on scientific problems relating to the humid tropical zone, and international 
or regional action for the development of such research. During the last 
few months, several symposia have been organized, with Unesco’s help. 
A meeting of experts on problems of curare and curarizing substances was 
held in Brazil in August 1957, with the co-operation of the government 
authorities. Four months later, a symposium on phyto-chemistry was held 
at Kuala Lumpur, sponsored jointly by the Government of the Federation 
of Malaya and Unesco. A similar meeting—on climate, vegetation and 
rational land utilization in the humid tropics—was organized during the 
Ninth Pacific Science Congress, from 18 November to 9 December 1957. 
Unesco also assisted in the preparations for the first South-East Asia soil 
science conference, held in the Philippines from 7 to 22 December. Finally, 
a general symposium on humid tropical problems was organized last March 
in collaboration with the Government of Colombia. 


Legal Sciences and Peaceful Co-operation 


As part of its programme of studies on the contribution of the social 
sciences to peaceful international co-operation, Unesco organized two round 
tables of jurists in Rome, from 24 February to 1 March 1958. The first of 
these meetings discussed the legal aspects of trade between planned and 
free economic systems; the other, the legal problems of nationalization 
in international and comparative law. 

The first of these round tables was presided over by Professor E. Sand- 
strom (Sweden); and studied reports prepared by leading experts from 
the following countries: Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, France, Italy, Poland, 
Rumania, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom, United 
States of America and Yugoslavia. The discussions covered, among other 
things, the legal aspects of East-West trade, with special reference to most- 
favoured-nation clauses; unilateral, bilateral and multilateral programmes 
of deliveries of goods; the effects of exchange controls upon trade 
agreements; commercial disputes and arbitration of such disputes. - 

The second round table was presided over by Professor M. S. Giannini 
(Italy). The experts attending this meeting came from Czechoslovakia, 
France, Federal Republic of Germany, India, Italy, Lebanon, Poland, Union 
‘of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom, United States of America 
and Yugoslavia. The subjects discussed included historical circumstances 
conducive to nationalization; the structure and operation of nationalized 
enterprises, and relations between nationalized enterprises and the State. 
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UNESCO’S ACTION 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 


East-West Major Project 


Suggestions made by the Advisory Committee to Member States 
and National Commissions 


At its second session—a report on which was given in the preceding number 
of the Chronicle—the Advisory Committee for the Major Project on Mutual 
Appreciation of Eastern and. Western Cultural Values recommended 
Member States and their National Commissions to give priority to the 
following activities: 

Establishment of national co-ordinating bodies; 

Preliminary studies to be undertaken at the national level; 

The addition to specialist libraries of material concerning countries with 
different cultural backgrounds, and the acquisition of reference material 
for specialists; 

The organization of study tours and visits abroad for specialists in the 
study of civilizations, social scientists, etc.; and the development of 
techniques for the administration of Sallewshine for travel, professional 
training, etc.; 

The revision and improvement of school curricula; 

The improvement of textbooks and teaching equipment; the preparation 
(or translation) and publication of recreational reading material calcu- 
lated to foster a better undestanding of countries with different cultural 
backgrounds; 

Acquisition, by public libraries, of works concerning countries belonging 
to other cultural regions; 

Preparation of attractively written and unquestionably authentic works on 
the national cultural life, for distribution to other countries, either 
through Unesco or directly; 

Encouragement to youth organizations and adult education institutions in 
the regular organization of programmes aimed at bringing a knowledge 
of foreign cultures to a very wide public (pilot projects involving one or 
more communities, publications, seminars, lectures and round tables, 
study groups, talks, evening classes, entertainment programmes, etc.) ; 

Preparation and distribution of lists, kept regularly up to date, of pam- 
phlets, reviews, films, etc., conforming to definite standards and specially 
suitable for acquainting the general public with the aims of the major 
project or the cultural values of countries having a different civilization; 
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Organization of public campaigns, ‘East-West understanding weeks’ (or 
months). 

With regard to the promotion of such campaigns, the committee approved 
the Secretariat’s intention to use al] means at its disposal to encourage the 
organization of East-West understanding weeks or months by several 
Member States acting in concert, and recorded its hope that the resources 
available to the Secretariat to facilitate such action by Member States 
might be substantially increased. 


Recommendations for the 1959-60 Programme 


The Advisory Committee considered the proposed programme for 1959-60, 
which is to be submitted to the General Conference of Unesco next 
November, and expressed the wish that, during this period, international 
discussions organized with a view to improving mutual understanding 
between Orient and Occident should be directed more particularly to the 
problems raised and the principles proclaimed in the Joint Declaration, 
the text of which was published in the last issue of the Chronicle. 

The committee also recommended that the attention of organizers of 
such meetings be drawn to the desirability of considering the following 
theme: the influence of national economy on the cultures of different 
countries and the influence of economic interdependence on cultural 
interdependence. 

The members of the committee also made various recommendations 
regarding the following types of activities: survey on the teaching of 
modern literatures; studies relating to major reference works dealing with 
Eastern and Western cultural values; social science studies; university 
grants for regional cultural studies; fellowships for translators; network of 
associated institutions for the study of cultural values and their presenta- 
tion to the public; action as part of the programme of school and out-of- 
school education for young people and adults; lecture tours; translations 
of representative works; dissemination of the visual arts and music 
(travelling exhibitions, inexpensive projection material on art, art films) ; 
exchanges between museums in the Orient and Occident; participation in 
Member States’ activities in the establishment of permanent collections 
of reproductions of works of art; monographs on the arts and literatures 
of Oriental countries; promotion of, and publicity for, the major project 
through the media of mass communication. 


Seminar on Understanding between Young People of Europe and Asia 


A seminar was organized recently at the Unesco Youth Institute at Gauting, 
near Munich, in connexion with the East-West Major Project. This seminar 
was attended by members of youth organizations from 12 European 
countries, and a number of Indian students resident in the Federal 
Republic of Germany. The purpose of the seminar was to ascertain the 
causes of national prejudices and consider means of eliminating them. The 
discussions were largely concerned with explaining the attitudes of Eastern 
and Western peoples to such problems as food, clothing, hygiene, and 
economic and social conditions. 


Participants emphasized the vital role of youth leaders in dispelling 
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prejudices. Their training should enable them not only to make use of 
books, films and other audio-visual material, but also to approach the 


problem with an imaginative knowledge of the whole cultural background 
which lies at the root of national attitudes. 


Participation Programme 
and Technical Assistance 


Development of Education for Girls in Libya 


Miss Adeline Babbitt (United States of America), a specialist in teacher 
training, recently left Libya after completing a technical assistance mission 
undertaken at Unesco’s request. Her main job was to train women primary 
teachers, and help secondary-school teachers to improve their teachi 
methods. During her three years’ stay in Benghazi, Miss Babbitt helped 
the government to organize seven kindergartens and two model schools. 
A large part of the equipment for these schools was supplied either by 
Unesco or through the Organization’s gift coupon scheme. 


Modernization of Cuba’s National Library 


The José Marti National Library of Cuba recently moved from the Arsenal 
at Havana, where it had been housed for many years, into a new building 
especially constructed for it. The opening ceremony was attended by the 
directors of many national libraries in Latin America and by the Librarian 
of Congress from Washington. 

This library now has the most nestle facilities: a museum, theatre, 
exhibition halls, a book deposit and fumigation chamber, garages with 
direct access to rooms for reception and dispatch, a snack bar, smoking 
room and maintenance workshops. During the next few months, Mrs. Lilia 
Castro de Morales, the director of the library, and her staff will have the 
assistance of a Unesco expert, Mr. E. Reitman of France, who was formerly 
in charge of the United Nations Library in New York. Unesco has also 
offered Mrs. Castro de Morales a six-month fellowship to enable her to 
visit several major libraries in various countries. 


Institution of Training Courses at the Latin American Faculty 
of Social Sciences 


Mr. J. M. Echevarria, director of the Latin American Faculty of Social 
Sciences at Santiago, Chile, recently completed the detailed programme for 
the training courses—covering a period of two years—to be taken by 
students holding fellowships awarded by Unesco, by various Latin American 
States and by the Organization of American States. These courses began 
on 1 April last. The three professors of social science appointed by Unesco 
in agreement with the Chilean authorities—Messrs. Echevarria (Spain), 
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P. Heintz (Switzerland), and L. Brams (France)—have already taken up 
their posts. 

Mr. Echevarria and Mr. Lagos Matus, secretary-general of the faculty, 
have worked out the detailed programme for a seminar on teaching and 
research methods, to be held in Santiago next September. This seminar 
is being organized with the help of the members of the governing board 
in charge of both the Santiago faculty and the Latin American Centre for 
Social Science Research at Rio de Janeiro. 


Forthcoming Franco-Polish Seminar on Problems of Public Opinion 


A Franco-Polish seminar on problems of public opinion is to be held in 
Warsaw from 1 to 21 September 1958. As part of its programme of partici- 
pation in Member States’ activities, Unesco is helping the Polish authorities 
to prepare for this meeting, which is to have both a theoretical aim—to 
investigate the contribution of public opinion research techniques to socio- 
logical research—and a practical one—to discuss the methods applied in 
carrying out certain specific surveys concerning elections, mass media and 
the opinions of young people. 


New Missions of Experts 


Known as ‘participation in Member States’ activities’, Unesco’s direct aid 
to governments requesting it differs from United Nations technical assistance 
in that it is not exclusively reserved for industrially underdeveloped 
countries and is not necessarily linked to their economic development. In 
March, five experts were sent on mission under this programme. In addition 
to Messrs. Heintz and Reitman, whose appointment to Chile and Cuba has 
already been referred to above, Mr. P. C. Sestieri (Italy) was sent to Ceylon, 
where he will collaborate, in his capacity as archaeologist, in the execution 
of a cultural property preservation programme; Mr. A. J. Halls (Australia), 
an expert in audio-visual aids, was appointed to serve at the Indian 
National Fundamental Education Centre; while Mr. V. V. Nielsen (Den- 
mark) is to participate, in Libya, in the restoration of sculptural works. 
Unesco also sent three experts on mission in March under the United 
Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, this fresh aid being 
extended to two countries and one region: 
Afghanistan. Mr. G. S. Kvater (U.S.S.R.), physicist—university science 
teaching. 
Tunisia. Mr. C. Silistreli (Turkey), expert in primary and rural teacher 
training—development of education. 
Latin America. Mr. A. P. Alvarez (Paraguay), to serve as assistant librarian 
—operation of the Regiona] Fundamental Education Centre at Patacuaro. 
At 31 March 1958, 279 Unesco experts were in the field (51 under the 


participation programme and 228 under the Expanded Programme of 
Technical Assistance). 


Fellowships 


In March, Unesco awarded 19 fellowships under the participation pro- 
gramme to nationals of Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, 
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Saudi Arabia, Sudan and Tunisia, who have gone to Egypt, to the Arab 
States Fundamental Education Centre where they will take a course of 
study. 

During the same period, 24 fellowships were awarded under the Expanded 
Programme of Technical Assistance to nationals of the Union of Burma, 
Costa Rica, India, Israel, Jordan and Mexico. For purposes of further 
training they have visited or are to visit one or more of the following 
countries: Australia, Chile, Costa Rica, Denmark, France, Federal Republic 
of Germany, Israel, Mexico, Netherlands, Puerto Rico, Switzerland, United 
Kingdom and United States of America. 


News of Member States 
and National Commissions 


Afghanistan. The instrument of ratification by Afghanistan of the Agree- 
ment on the Importation of Educational, Scientific and Cultural Materials 
was deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations in March 
1958. This brings the number of States applying the agreement to 27. 


Chile. General Oscar Fuentes Pantoja has been elected vice-chairman of 
the National Commission in place of Mr. Yolando Pino-Saavedra. 

Four working parties were recently set up under the National Commis- 
sion’s auspices. The first is concerned with the execution of the Major 
Project on Extension of Primary Education in Latin America, the second 
with the development of libraries, the third with the modernization of 
museums and the fourth with the implementation of the Major Project 
on Mutual Appreciation of Eastern and Western Cultural Values. 


France. The death occurred, in March, of Professor Paul Rivet, chairman 
of the French National Commission for Unesco. He was born in the 
Ardennes and studied first at the lycée at Nancy and then at the Army 
Medical School. As a fully qualified doctor of medicine, he went on his 
first mission—from 1900 to 1906—to South America, where he carried out 
ethnological work which soon made his name known in scientific circles. 
Beginning as assistant director of the laboratory of the National History 
Museum, in Paris, where he received a professorship in 1938, he was in the 
same year appointed director of the Ethnographical Museum, at the 
Trocadero. He was personally responsible for the foundation of the Musée 
de ’Homme, which he also directed for a number of years, and was the 
author of notable works on anthropology, ethnology, linguisties and history. 
He took the keenest interest in the work of the French National Commis- 
sion and attended several sessions of Unesco’s General Conference. 

Mr. Michel de Ladoucette, counsellor at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
has been appointed permanent French delegate to Unesco in place of 
Mr. Cabouat, who has been called to other duties. 

During the past few months, the National Commission and the General 
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Confederation of Labour have invited to France groups of workers from 
eastern European countries. These study trips, organized under Unesco’s 
exchange of persons programme, have given Soviet, Yugoslav and Rumanian 
workers an opportunity of studying the French workers’ living conditions 
and visiting some of the most famous French showplaces and monuments. 
A group of Polish industrial workers, led by Mr. Henri Kovalsky, secretary 
of the National Federation of Iron and Stee] Workers’ Unions, also visited 
France in this way in March. 


Ghana. Following the signature of the Constitution of Unesco by a repre- 
sentative of Ghana on 11 April in London, that country, which has enjoyed 
independent status for the past year, has now become a member of the 
Organization. The former territory of the Gold Coast—the larger of the 
two regions which have gone to constitute Ghana—had been an Associate 
Member of Unesco for a number of years. 


Guatemala, The National Commission for Unesco will shortly receive 
financial assistance, from the Organization itself, enabling it to issue a 
newsletter. 


Holy See. The instrument of accession by the Holy See to the Convention 
and Protocol for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed 
Conflict was deposited with the Director-General on 24 February 1958. 


Italy. A large number of secondary schools in Europe and other continents 
submitted sketches, paintings, sculptures and ceramics for the international 
children’s art exhibition organized by the Turin branch of the Italian 
Society for International Organization. The theme of the exhibition was 
mutual aid between the peoples of the world, as exemplified by the work 
of United Nations Specialized Agencies, such as the World Health Organiza- 
tion, the Food and Agriculture Organization, Unesco and. Unicef. The 
exhibits were shown for a week in Turin, and a special committee is to 
award diplomas to the 20 schools whose work is adjuged to be the best. 
Four individual prizes of a fortnight’s free stay in a children’s holiday 
camp on the Ligurian coast are to be offered to the top four entrants. 


Japan. The National Commission has just published Japanese translations 
of two of the Organization’s brochures—one entitled What is Unesco? and 
the other on the subject of the travelling exhibition of reproductions of 
Persian miniatures. 


Mexico. The National Commission has decided to set up a working com- 
mittee to assist in the execution of the East-West Major Project. 


Nicaragua. Unesco has decided to assist the National Commission in 
producing a newsletter. 


Norway. The experimental projects carried out in selected classes at 
Norwegian secondary schools are the subject of two detailed reports 
recently prepared by the National Commission. The schools in question 
are participating in the application of a programme of education for 
international understanding drawn up by the Organization. 
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The National Commission has just arranged for the publication in 
Norwegian of Economics and Action, the work by Messrs. Pierre Mendés- 
France and Gabriel Ardant prepared at Unesco’s request. 


Panama. The National Commission organized a round-table conference at 
the beginning of this year to study the problems involved in the develop- 
ment and modernization of museums. 

Under the auspices of the committee dealing with the execution of the 
Major Project for Extension of Primary Education in Latin America, Miss 
Zoraida Brandao, chairman of the committee, and Mrs. Ottilia de Tejeira, 
secretary of the National Commission, gave a six-week course at the 
University of Panama on ‘Unesco and Primary Education’, 

s 

Poland. Polish scientific organizations are working in close liaison with 
the International Council of Scientific Unions: so far, they have become 
members of 10 of the 13 international associations belonging to ICSU. In 
addition, the appropriate specialized Polish bodies belong to the Committee 
on Optics of the International Union of Pure and Applied Physics and the 
Committee for Tables of Physical and Chemical Constants of the Inter- 
national Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry. The task of maintaining 
and developing harmonious relations between Polish scientists and the 
international bodies rests with the Praesidium of the Polish Academy of 
Science. 

Sixty paintings by Japanese children on the theme ‘My Mother’ were 
recently on show in Warsaw under an arrangement between the Japanese 
and Polish National Commissions. At the opening ceremony, Mr. Stefan 
Wierblowski, chairman of the Polish National Commission, stressed the 
importance of sustained collaboration between National Commissions. The 
Warsaw display formed part of the activities planned in Poland under the 
East-West Major Project. 


United Kingdom. A large-scale exhibition which will show how education 
is fitting boys and girls to take part in national life in the United Kingdom 
is to be held in London next year under the auspices of the National 
Union of Teachers. It will show the role and work of schools and educa- 
tional establishments of all kinds, and the opportunities available in both 
education and employment. 

The story of the development of the educational system in the United 
Kingdom will be traced through the years, and modern teaching methods 
and equipment will be practically demonstrated. Besides a display of 
creative work by children and students in all branches of education, there 
will be demonstration classes with hundreds of boys and girls, students 
and teachers. Performances of music and drama will! also be given. 

The exhibition is being planned in collaboration with all branches of the 
education and vocational guidance services and with the backing of the 
Ministries of Labour and Education. 


United States of America. Mrs. Eleanor Hicks, a Californian journalist, 
has recently launched an illustrated news column for children which 
promotes international friendship by telling them about life in countries 
all over the world. Entitled ‘Little Travellers’, the news column describes 
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the scenery, people and familiar animals found im each of the countries 
‘visited’. A number of newspapers in the United States of America and 
Canada are featuring it as a means of providing reading matter of educa- 
tional value for their young readers and developing a ‘newspaper habit’. 
‘Little Travellers’ has made a special point of including material on 
Asian countries as a contribution to Unesco’s East-West Major Project. 


Co-operation with International 
Non-governmental Organizations 


International Council of Scientific Unions 


A new special committee of the International Council of Scientific Unions 
(ICSU), to conduct scientific research on a co-operative basis in Antarctica 
after the close of the International Geophysical Year, has just been formed 
following a meeting of experts held at The Hague from 3 to 5 February. 

Representatives of nine countries—Argentina, Australia, Belgium, France, 
Japan, Norway, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom and 
United States of America—and of several international scientific organiza- 
tions attended. The chairman of the new committee is Ingénieur-général 
G. Laclavére (France), with Professor E. K. Bullen (Australia) as vice- 
chairman and Dr. V. Schytt (Sweden) as secretary. 


International Organization of Young Christian Workers 


Members of the Executive Committee of the International Organization of 
Young Christian Workers were recently received by the Director-General 
of Unesco, to whom they reported on the big international congress of 
Young Christian Workers recently held in Rome. 

A resolution was adopted at the congress paying tribute to Unesco’s 
activities on behalf of young people and expressing the hope that its efforts, 
especially for young workers, would be intensified. One of the suggestions 
contained in the resolution was that youth committees on which young 
people would actually serve, should be attached to National Commissions 
for Unesco. It was also urged that Unesco should help in the development 
of youth movements connected with fundamental education projects in 
Africa, and should assist them in training their local and regional leaders. 

The delegation assured the Director-General of their organization’s 
wholehearted support for Unesco’s aims, and handed him a copy of the 
manifesto approved by the Rome congress, which is now being circulated 
to young workers throughout the world. It is an appeal to the youth of all 
countries to unite and co-operate. 


‘International Music Council 


The most’ truly imternational music festival that has ever been held in 
France is to take place in Paris from mid-October to mid-November. 
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Organized by the International Music Council and the French Corporation 
of Concert Organizers, under Unesco’s auspices, the Paris ‘music week’ will 
bring some of the world’s most famous orchestras and solo performers to 
the French capital, besides all the leading French orchestras. 

During the five weeks of the festival, over thirty performances will be 
given in the various Paris concert halls, including four at the Place de 
Fontenoy, in the conference hall of the new Unesco headquarters, for the 
music weeks have been arranged to coincide with the formal opening of 
the new building and with the tenth session of the General Conference. 
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PUBLICATIONS 


Social and Economic Aspects of Isotope Utilization 


An International Conference on Radio-Isotopes in Scientific Research, 
organized by Unesco, was held in Paris from 9 to 20 September 1957. In 
addition to the 210 scientific papers which were presented and discussed 
at the conference, several evening lectures of broad general interest dealing 
with various aspects of isotopes were given by some of the most eminent 
members of the conference. Several of these lectures dealing in particular 
with the social and economic aspects of isotope utilization have been 
published in the latest issue of Impact of Science on Society, a quarterly 
published in French and English by Unesco.* 

The introduction, written by Pierre Auger, professor of physics at the 
Sorbonne and director of Unesco’s Department of Natural Sciences, is 
followed by the text of the lecture given by Sir John Cockcroft, director 
of the Atomic Energy Research Establishment at Harwell, United Kingdom, 
on ‘The Future of Atomic Energy’. 

‘The potentialities of our newly-won access to the inexhaustible energy 
of atomic nuclei are enormous’, states Sir John. ‘It, could be used to destroy 
our whole civilization, but if we justify our status as homo sapiens and 
manage to avoid this catastrophe, it cannot fail in the long run to provide 
enormous benefit to mankind.’ 

Taking up “The Economic Aspects of Radio-Isotope Utilization’, Professor 
W. F. Libby, member of the United States Atomic Energy Commission, 
concludes with this declaration: ‘A golden future lies ahead of us in the 
field of industrial and medical uses of isotopes and radiation. Just as today 
no research man works without isotopes, so tomorrow no manufacturer or 
farmer will think of doing without them, no doctor will go without 
radio-active pills and Geiger counters in his bag; no school will neglect 
the teaching of radio-activity, and with universal knowledge the age of 
isotopes will be in full swing.’ 

Chief of the Atomic and Radiation Physics Division at the U.S. National 
Bureau of Standards, Dr. Lauriston S. Taylor deals with ‘Radiation Expo- 
sure and the Use of Radio-Isotopes’. ‘In comparison with the gains’, he 
writes, ‘the risks from radiation use are not very clear and are particularly- 
difficult to define on a cause and effect basis. Except in relatively rare 
instances, there is almost no knowledge relating death, shortening of life 
expectancy, or genetic abnormalities in man, to a specific dose or a 
particular radiation exposure. It is unfortunate, for analytical purposes, 
that practically any radiation effect can also be caused by other means, 
known or unknown. Most radiation effects can be detected only by sta- 


1. One year subscription: $1.75; 9/6; 450 francs. Price per issue: $0.50; 2/6; 125 francs. 
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tistical studies on relatively large population samples. . . . With all our 
lack of direct knowledge of the biological effects of radiation, it is still 
fairly clear that radiation offers direct advantages to our health or material 
well-being. But each of these uses has its own quota of risk to someone. 
Are they therefore to be given up? I think not, but there should be a 
continuing struggle to push the risk to still lower levels.’ 

‘Isotopes and Radiation Energy in Industry’ is the title of the lecture by 
Dr. Henry Seligman, head of the Isotopes Division at the U.K. Atomic 
Energy Research Establishment at Harwell. 

‘As the building of atomic power plants gains momentum’, he writes, 
‘more and more fission products will be available, and their radiations may 
play a very important part in industrial development; this should be in 
full swing within the next five to ten years.’ 

Dr. R. A. Silow, a British geneticist and chief of the Atomic Energy 
Branch of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 
stresses “The Significance of Atomic Energy for Food and Agriculture’. He 
states: “The extent to which the promises of atomic energy for food and 
agriculture materialize will depend ultimately upon the investment and 
effort put into research. If this need for research investment and effort is 
adequately recognized by governments, the contributions of radio-isotopes 
and radiation to increased food production and improved levels of nutrition 
can easily be the first practical benefit of atomic energy for the greater 
part of the world’s population.’ 


The Social Implications of Industrialization and Urbanization in Asia 


During the nineteenth century, the population of large cities rose more 
rapidly in Europe and in North America than in Asia. But the first half of 
the twentieth century presented a contrasting picture; the big cities grew 
more quickly in Asia. Although urbanization goes hand in hand with 
industrialization and economic development, ‘there is still a knotty question 
to be answered: is this rise in Asia’s city-dwelling population justified by 
the rate of the development of countries on this continent? Rapidly 
growing Asian cities are faced with many problems, among which can be 
mentioned low productivity, low living standards for workers, the break- 
ing-up of traditional family relationships, a rise in crime and delin- 
quency, illiteracy and insufficient opportunity for education, a grave 
housing shortage and an almost complete dearth of sanitary facilities. 

In order to study these problems, the United Nations and Unesco held 
a joint seminar at Bangkok in 1956. The main papers presented at this 
seminar as well as the conclusions reached by experts are contained in 
two publications just issued by the Unesco Research Centre on the Social 
Implications of Industrialization in Southern Asia at Caleutta. These 
books are entitled The Social Implications of Industrialization and Urba- 
nization: Five Studies in Asia,» and Urbanization in Asia and the Far 
East.? 


l. Price: $1; 5/-; 300 frances. 
2. Price: $1.20; 7/6; 450 francs. 
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The Teaching of Demography 


During the past 10 years, considerable progress has been made in the 
teaching of demography but this progress obviously has not been uniform 
throughout the world. This has led to the need of taking stock of demo- 
graphy teaching, with the help of national or regional reports, and of 
studying the conclusions which can be drawn from. the teaching of this 
subject in specific countries. 

The University Teaching of Social Sciences: Demography’ recently 
published by Unesco is part of a series in which results have already been 
published of studies made of the teaching of sociology, social psychology, 
anthropology, international relations, political science, economics, law, 
criminology and statistics. 

The International Union for the Scientific Study of Population was 
obviously the best qualified non-governmental agency to prepare this survey 
on demography. A special committee met at Rio de Janeiro in 1955 to 
prepare a preliminary study. The report following this study was written 
by Professor Frank Lorimer of the University of Washington and Professor 
David VY. Glass of the London School of Economics and Political Science. 
It was prepared on the basis of regional and national reports from 
Australia, France, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Hungary, Italy, Japan, 
Latin America, the Netherlands, the northern European countries, South- 
East Asia, the United Kingdom, the United States and Yugoslavia. 

It offers a glimpse of methods of curricula of demography teaching in 
the various regions of the world and also contains a statement of the 
problems raised both by the extension of elementary and advanced courses 
and the training of professional demographers. 


Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict 


Under its constitution, Unesco has the task of contributing to the protection 
and the preservation of man’s cultural heritage: books, works of art, histo- 
rical monuments and scientifie collections. Obeying thie mandate, Unesco has 
sponsored the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the 
Event of Armed Conflict which was adopted at The Hague in 1954 and 
has been ratified since then by 22 countries. 

For the benefit of authorities and specialists responsible for the safety 
of cultural property, Unesco has just published the second (and conside- 
rably enlarged) edition of a manual on techniques of protection not 
only against war risks but also against natural hazards of weather, insects, 
rodents, ete.* 

Nevertheless, this manual stresses protection against dangers arising 
from an outbreak of hostilities. Referring to the danger of atomic explo- 
sions, Mr. André Noblecourt, Conseiller Technique de Sécurité des Musées 
de France and author of this manual, states: ‘It is safe to claim that now, 
in the event of conflict, all cultural property throughout the world stands 
in danger of destruction.’ 

All measures aimed at the protection of cultural property, from this 


1. Price: $2; 10/-; 600 francs. 
2. Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict. Price: $7.50; 37/6; 
2,250 francs. 
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point of view, are steps to be taken under the Hague Convention—that 
is, museum curators and their staffe must be familiar with this document. 
The manual offers a text of the convention with comments and gives all 
available information on various forms of danger and methods of pro- 
tection which can be used to combat them: the construction and organiza- 
tion of shelters; protection and shielding for paintings, statues, monu- 
ments, etc. 

In addition to 360 pages of text and diagrams, there are 60 pages of 
photographs showing some of the damage inflicted on the world’s cultural 
heritage during the second world war and measures of protection adopted 
in various countries. 

In a foreword, Mr. Jean Verrier, Inspecteur Général des Monuments 
Historiques en France, stresses the fact that effectiveness of protection 
measures hinges upon the wise use of appropriate techniques—and that 
the development of these techniques hinges upon a broad exchange of 
viewpoints and experience among specialists the world over. 


A New Volume of the International Bibliography of Translations 


A total of 27,617 translations of works published in 52 countries, most of 
them in 1956 ... this is the figure disclosed by the ninth volume of Index 
Translationum published by Unesco.’ Like its predecessors, this ninth 
volume is a valuable reference work and offers an over-all picture of 
translations published throughout the world. The total of translations listed 
in this volume is well above that of the preceding edition which showed 
24,274. 

A statistical table shows the main categories of works translated and 
the countries which do the most translating. Works of literature, es 
cially novels, account for more than half the translations listed—14,693. 
Then come works on law, the social sciences and education with 3,211 
translations. History, geography and biography are in third place followed 
by the applied sciences in fourth place. 

Sixty-one pages are devoted to an alphabetical list of authors. Lenin 
is the world’s most translated author: 331 translations of which 257 have 
been published in the U.S.S.R. Jules Verne was translated 143 times and 
Tolstoy 134. Maxim Gorky holds fourth place with 107 translations, 
followed by Mickey Spillane—104 translations, 84 of them in Turkey. 
Then come the Bible (99 translations), Shakespeare (89), Chekov (84), 
Karl Marx (81) and Jack London (77). The following authors were trans- 
lated between 60 and 73 times; Stalin, Balzac, Dostoyevsky, Andersen, 
Engels, the Grimm brothers, Mark Twain, Dickens, Agatha Christie and 
Enid Blyton. 

The U.S.S.R. ranks first in mumber of translations per country: 4,648 
titles in the various languages of the Soviet Union. Then come Germany 
with 2,152 translations, Italy (1,428), France (1,399), Czechoslovakia 
(1,386), Turkey (1,365), Japan (1,336) and Israel (1,162). 


1. Price: $16; 80/-; 4,800 francs. 
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MEETINGS AND SEMINARS 





PROVISIONAL TIME-TABLE OF CONFERENCES, 


May, June, July, August, September and October 1958 


Meetings of international non-governmental 


organizations receiving 
Uneseo, which are held at Unesco House, are indicated by an asterisk. 


MAY 
23* 
5-6 
6-8 


12-24 
28-7 June 


29-30 


JUNE 


16 


16-28 


17-20 


19-20 


23-4 July 


JULY 


7-15 
7-16 


8-11 
14-22 


‘28-8 August 
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Council for International Organizations of Medical 
Seiences: Executive Committee. 
Meeting on the UNRWA/Unesco education pro- 


gramme. 
International Advisory Committee on Research in the 
Natural Sciences Programme of Unesco: fifth 


session. 
Regional Seminar on educational statistics for Arab 
States. 


Special Committee of Governmental Experts for the 
of a new convention on the interna- 


Committee set up by the Fifth Conference of 
International Non-governmental Organizations: 
sixth meeting. 


Inter-American Seminar on educational planning 
(convened jointly by the Organization of Ameri- 
can States and Unesco). 

Sixth Conference of Non-governmental Organiza- 
tions approved for consultative arrangements with 
Unesco. 

International Theatre Institute: Publications Com- 


mittee. 
Committee of Governmental Technicians and Experts 
on the Standardization of Educational Statistics. 


Twenty-fourth Unesco/IBE Joint Committee. 


tion for international understanding (Europe). 
United Nations Seminar on regional planning in 

relation to urbanization and industrialization (con- 

vened by ECAFE/Unesco/Japanese Government). 


Place 


UNESCO 
JERUSALEM 


UNESCO 


WASHINGTON 


UNESCO 


UNESCO 


UNESCO 


GENEVA 


BRUSSELS 
HAMBURG 


TOKYO 


from 




















Se 





AUGUST 


18-22 


Not fixed 


1-13 
1-20 
2-30 


8-10 
9-12 
11-12 
15-19 


15-27 
17-23 


22-24 
22-29 
22 -3 October 


22 -4 October 
24° 

25-27* 

26- 

1l October 
238* 

29-3 October 


30-3 October 


Not fixed 


school reform ber gee jointly by 
the sp gr 7 ag 


Seminar on problems of public Rovers (convened 
mesco and the Polish Government). 

on gn Latin America on develop- 
ment of museums (convened jointly by the Brazil- 


External 

Meeting of experts on the peaceful utilization of 
atomic energy. 

Executive Board: fifty-first session. 

International, Advisory Committee on Marine Sciences: 
third session. 

Meeting of publishers of collections of universal 
classics. 


Regional Seminar on methodology in social science 
teaching and research (subsidized by Unesco). 
Seminar on problems arising in connexion with the 
operation of international organizations in the 
Western Hemisphere (convened jointly by Unesco, 


a ee See: Se Wee 
Asian textbooks and teaching materials. 
Pade for International Organizations of Medical 
Committee. 


Sciences: Executive 

Council for International ye of Medical 
Sciences: Fourth General Assemb 

International Advisory eine yo the School 
Curriculum: third session. 

Council for International Organizations of Medical 
Sciences: Executive Committee. 

Meeting on training for journalism. 


Joint meeting of the Governing Board of the 
Regional Social Science Faculty and of the Social 
Science Research Centre for Latin America (con- 
vened by the two regional bodies and subsidized 
by Unesco). 

Refresher course in economics (convened by the 
Government of Pakistan and subsidized by 
Unesco). 


Placu 


GENEVA 





PATZCUARO 
(Mexico) 


NEW DELHI 
WARSAW 

RIO DE JANEIRO 
UNESCO 
VIENNA 
UNESCO 
UNESCO 
UNESCO 


UNESCO 
UNESCO 


UNESCO 
SANTIAGO 


(Chile) 
HAVANA 


TOKYO 
UNESCO 
UNESCO 
UNESCO 
UNESCO 
Quito 
(probably) 


SANTIAGO 
(Chile) 


LAHORE 
(Pakistan) 
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15-17 


19-20* 
21.25* 


26-28* 
27-31 


27- 
1 November 
28-31 


4 weeks 
(dates 
not fixed) 
8 days 
(dates 
not fixed) 
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International Committee on Laboratory Animals. 
Symposium on tropical plant taxonomy (convened 
by SEASCO). 
International Committee Laboratory Animals, and 
research. ssi . ve 


Advisory Committee on Arid Zone Research: four- 
teenth session. 
on salinity problems in arid zones (con- 
ra jointly by Unesco and the Government of 
) 


Working parties of non-governmental organizations. 

Regional Seminar on educational statistics for the 
Arab States. 

Committee set up by the Sixth Conference of 
International Non-governmental Organizations: first 


meeting. 

Working party to make selection for Catalogue of 
Colour Reproductions of Paintings from 1860 to 
1959. 

International Music Council: Executive Board. 


General Conference: tenth session. Reports Com- 
mittee. 
Executive Board: fifty-second session. 


Second meeting of directors of national services 
responsible for cultural relations. 

Seminar on in-service training of teachers in Latin 
America. 


Seminar on associated schools projects in educa- 
est for international understanding (Latin Ame- 
rica). 


UNESCO 
BEIRUT 


UNESCO 


UNESCO 
UNESCO 
UNESCO 
PARIS 

UNESCO 


UNESCO 


MONTEVIDEO 


QUITO 
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UNESCO PUBLICATIONS: NATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS 


AFGHANISTAN Press Department, Royal ne gy = 1 Education, 
ALGERIA: Ealtions de l’Empire, 28 we Michelet, Ararers. AR Editorial Pm 
cana, 8.A., Alsina 500, Buenos Arngs, AUSTRALIA: Melbourne Guiversity Press, 369 Lonsdale 
Street, Me_BouRne C1 (Victoria). AUSTRIA: Verlag Georg Fromme ~ 

Vienna V. BELGIUM: ice de 

handel, élei 151 

Guxvat. BO 


Bhivore” 
Librairie irte Albert Po 
inc 500 Baldwin B ning ral ‘ornontoO, 5, and for 
Lp _ bag vee Bookshop, 0. Box LON: The Associated 
ksho; F : 
B. b O'liie nee tie CHINA: 
South Section I, Tarren taa0, Sane (Formosa). COLOMBIA 
No. 14-82, te, COSTA RICA: , Apartado 
ese Pte angee 505-7, eg 3 2 Havana. CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
smetkach, Prague 2. DEN Li + Se Copennacen K. 
NICAN ‘REPUBLIC: Libeevia Dos ae ercedes 49 Are ween de Correos 656, oveep 
TrumLLO, R.D. ECUADOR: Libreria Cientifica, Luque 225 a 229, Casilla 362, Guay 
La Renaissance d’Egypte, 9 Sh. Adly Pasha, Caro. TEL SALVADOR: Manuel Navas ° 
buidores de ssees stas, 1A ‘Avenida Sur No. $7, Saw Satvapon. ETHIOPIA: International 
Press Agency, 120, App1s ang FINLAND: Akateeminen Kir uppa, 2 Keskuskatu, 
Hewsinxi, F Nee: Unesco Booksho avenue Kiéber, Panis-16*. Trade: Sales Section, 19 
avenue Kléber, Parts-16*. FRENCH ST INDIES: Librairie J. ponge 15 rue Ledru-Ro! 
B.P. 208, Fort-ps-France (Martinique). GERMANY: R. Oldenbou % Tneses Vertrieb fair 
Deutschland, Rosenheimerstrasse 145, Municn 8. GREECE: Librairie a Kauffmann, 28, rue du 
Stade, Aruens. HAITI: Librairie ‘A la Caravelle’, 36 rue Roux, Boite postale 111, Port-au-Prince. 
HONG KONG: Swindon Book Co., 25 a Koa a oy HUNGARY: Kultura, P.O.B. 149, 
Bupapsst 62. INDIA: Orient Longmans Pri Mercantile Chamber, Nicol Road, 
Road. 's 1. 17 “ee ttaranjan Ave., Catcurra, “3. 36-A ty one Road, Mapras, 2. Gunfoundry 
- Kan 1 Asaf Ali Road, P.O. Box. 386, New Dea: 1. Sub- 
depots: Scindia House, New Dera. Rajkamal Prakashan 
mel 86, Jana Bomsay 1, INDONESIA: G.C.T. van Dorp and Co., 
JaxakTa. IRAN: Commission nationale iranienne 
sée, TRHERAN q: McKenzie’s Bookshop, Baaupap. D 
_ onal Press, 16 South rederick Street, Dustin. ISRAEL: Blumstein’s 
enby Road and 48 Nahlat Benjamin Street, Tex Aviv. ITALY: Libreria 
via Gino Capponi 26, Casella poeee 552, Fronence. JAMAICA: 
er Street, Kinaston. Knox Educational Services, SpaLpinas. 
Tori-Nichome, Nihonbashi, P.O. Box Le Tok aa oe Central, Toxyo. 
JORDAN: yo: ae Bahous “san Co., Dar-ul-Kutub, Salt Road, P.O. KOREA: 
Korean National Commission for Unesco, -< - - A "of Education, hag © EBANON: Librairie 
Universelle, Avenue des F: ,» Berrur. J. Momolu Kamara, 69 Front my Gurl 
Streets, Monrovia. LUXEMBOURG: Librairie Paul Bruck, 33 Grand-Rue. MALAYAN FED 
RATION AND SINGAPORE: Peter Cho and Co., P.O. Box 135, Sinaaporns. MALTA: Sapienza’s 
Library, 26 ca, VaLLetra. MEXICO: E.D.LA.P.S.A., Libreria de Cristal, Apartado Postal 
8092, co 1, D.F. NETHERLANDS: N. V. Martinus Nijhoff, Lange Voorhout 9, Tas Haaus. 
NEW ry ge anes yng og | Centre, 100 Hackthorne Road, Carnisrcuunce. NICA- 
RAGUA: A. Lanza e Hijos Co. P.O. Box 52, Manaaua. NIGERIA: C.M.S. ty Book- 
shops, P.O. Box 174, Lagos. NORWAY: A/S Bokhjsrnet, Stortingsplass 7, STAN: 
Ferozsons Ltd., 60 The Mall, Lanons. Bunder Karnacui. 35 The Mall, PesHawak. 
AMA: Cultural Panameta, Avenida 7a, No. T49, Apartado de Correos 2018, PaNaMa. 
de Librerias de Salvador Nizza, Calle Pte. Franco No. 39-43, AsuNCION. 
a Lima. PHILIPPINES: Philippines Education 
Mania. POLAND: Centre de distribution des 
i "Nauki, Warsaw. PORTUGAL: Dias & Andrade 
70, LasBon. SPAIN: Libreria Cientifica Medinaceli, 
Duque de Medinace 9 Unesco Courier onl Edicones Iberoamericanas S.A., 
Pizarro 19, Mapai. mt Soe ‘A/B C.E. Fritzes Kung). Hovbokhandel, Fredsgatan 2, Stock. 
HOLM 16. SWITZERLAND: Europa Verlag, Ramistrasse 5, Zirnicu. Librairie Payot, 40 rue du 
Marché, Geneva. TANGIER: Paul Fekete, 2 rue Cook. THAILAND: neo a | haem Mansion 9, 
damnern Ave., Banaxox. TUNISIA: Victor Boukhors, 4 rue Nocard, Tunis. TURKEY: 
rairie Hachette, 469 Istiklal Caddesi, he We lonannes.. UNION OF BURMA: S.P.C.K. 
Merchant S' P.O. Box coon. UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA: Van 
Buil Church Street, P.O. Box 724, Preronia. UNION OF SOVIET 
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS: yg 5 Moscow G-200. UNITED KINGDOM: H.M. 
Stationery Office, P.O. Box 569, Lonpon, ITED STATES OF AMERICA: Unesco Publi- 
cations ter, 801 Third Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. and except for periodicals: Columbia 
University Press, 2960 Broadway, New Yorx 27, N.Y. URUGUAY: Unesco Centro de Coo 
racién Cientifica para América Latina, Bulevar ee Casilla de Correo 9, 
MonrTevIDEO. an de Representacién de Editoriales, Cagancha 1342, 1.** piso, Monre- 
vipgo. VENEZUELA: Libreria Villegas Venezolana, avenida Urdaneta, ina le Norte 17, 
Plaza San tee he Edificio » Caracas. VIET-NAM: Librairie peterie Xuan-Thu, 
185-193 rue Tu-Do, B.P. 283, Saraon. YUGOSLAVIA : Jugoslovenska Knjiga, Terazijc 27-II, 
Beiorape. 
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